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Inventor lifts waterfront living to new heights
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Caontributing writer

Getting your boat out on the water

should be as casy as taking your car out of

the garage. At least that's Ken Hey's vision for
waterfront homeowners who often view
boating as a hig “event”

“When [ moved to Lake Washington, 1
wanted to use my boat like a taxi, zip over to
Kirkland and avoid the I_r{:::wal.]fﬁ," he said.

But Hey's existing boat lift was slow and
cumbersome, making it difficult to get his
boat in and out of the water quickly and easi-
Iy.

An inventor at heart, Hey called on his
past experience in aerospace engineering.
Having sold five patents for engine mounts
to Boeing, he knew he could tackle his boat
lift inefficiencies using similar technology.

“Instead of a lift that was manual or took
several minutes to go up and down, | invent-
ed the Sun Lift, which allows you to operate
it remotely, takes just 15 seconds and is as
easy as opening your parage door,” Hey said.
The battery of the aptly named Sun Lift is
charged with solar power,

Hey was satished with keeping his handy
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invention to himself until a neighbor — now
an employee of the company — encouraged
him to build another one. When everyone in
his waterfront neighborhood began asking
tor a lift, Hev thought he might have a viable
business opportunity on his hands, He and
his wife Deborah co-founded Sunstream
Corp., and took his design to the Scattle Boat
Show. At that time, they could build ane Sun
Lift a month; his goal was to sell five.

“We were all shocked to find we walked
away from the show with a six-year backlog,”
he said. “We realized we were on to some-
thing big."

That was 1997, Today, the 36-year-old is
the president and CEOQ of a multi-million
dollar business that has grown tenfold in the
past two years. He expects the rapid expan-
500 10 continue.

While financial success is definitely excit-
ing, Hey's true rewards come from maxdmiz-
ing other people’s enjoyment.

“The boat lift 15 far less technical than an
aerospace design, but the people who have |
them are so animated about it,” Hey said. “Tt
gives me a tremendous sense of satisfaction
to see that people who live on the lake are ac-
tually using it, not just looking at it,”

Lesson learned the hard way:
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